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The project is supported by the South Caucasus Regional Office of
the Heinrich Boell Foundation and its aim is to foster the debates
how to keep the memory about our modern history and under-
stand how and why the places where significant historical events
take place are changing.
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1921 Bemob 3g8ga »Loddmms 399sbada” gomddgdamo Mgmogogma mgbsbBsnmgdobsl gimgbool bogdolb 3068039680 bds dgg-
mo (3bm3Mgd0b gdme obdms - gMmazeMmo god@mdMmagn obadmmgds 0dobs, MM3 mamdg Rsdmbsmzmgmo godgommo ©s 38 30(39

dmdomoagdggdo smabggetn Ladommmgdngo edM3mMmadol go@amabzolb dgdwga »dmMBINbgms Lodmasmgdalb® womggal@momgdals
300 9, 3gbsdsdabow ,d53 Lnsdn® Imbggomabes s badmdsmadm Mamgdgdaol Jgdmyozal bagFmbab d3qd, 85065 SbgMbgdebgb ws
330355 babadmnzqdmbgb sMbgdmdol 9o Mmb dmggedmbambs s dwnst abbBo@nEL, 08 MHmabomgal 3o onMowoymow
33Mbgdmm g3emagbosb.

1920-0060 Bmgdals 3gmerg BobgzMowsb bgmobyamgdsd ngbm@mamgdobs (bLadsMommgdmaga bEs@LoL asbmmgdal) s sg@onma dmbo-
bosm3mgag Mgmogon®o mogMgdol gobgo@memgdol g@odn osbEmmes ©s dMdmemol dg8mama ggadady gomagams - Mmam(y 36 g-
Lodn d(3b500g0wbab, ,Dg(39bg 0gFnda doo@obs®; 3Mm@al dbabymo - dmgmgmo - Lagmmbmdgmow, ©g3bobs s ©s3(30Mgdal domsgem
LoBnBbgE 0g3; IMEBIMB s Lobmasmgdgdo dobmdMogem 3oMas30696 LogmmE@m Boggdmdgdam boMmagdmmdalb Mgmgdsl, doma
LedgP@bgm S ,3PEEGNENEa” Bobbgdoo g58mygbgdal s¢zomgdemmdal badsdoo. 1930 Bgmb mommbob ©s8bswgdal agadal dgbab-
Amgdmo Domgdol Mg330D0(300L @OHMPs(3 dmambos.

LogoBmggmmb doMomdsmngdgmo g3mgboal Lombolb jomgomomumo &odol Lodmgzmmb Jmagetin dbofn, Mm3gmag LadeMmag-
mmdo Gabamo g3mabool 33sGmggmmdol Loddmmme gsbabomgdmes, mgansmNFom gs3mbsimal dgdmbgggzon asdmbooms -
LodMDgMIm 9JL3MBEBEGS® Mbws Jgbsbmmaym.

After 1921, in the “Soviet country”, church bells occasionally rang out as an echo of the old life during the abolished religious holidays. A tiny and
fragmented group of brave and steadfast citizens had overcome countless legal obstacles to register a “Society of Believers” and in so doing put them-
selves in danger of being blacklisted or having their civil rights curtailed. Their efforts effectively preserved the existence of the officially nonexistent
church, a once powerful and rich institution.

In the late 1920s the authorities concluded the stage of neutralizing and ignoring (abolishing their legal status) active opposition religious leaders
and proceeded to the next phase: “attacking heaven’, as the press called it. Priests became targets of public humiliation and persecution. Societies of
believers lost their rights to use their places of worship en masse under the pretext of the need to use them for administrative and “cultural” purposes.
In 1930 church bells were requisitioned in order to fulfil metal protection goals.

The main bell at the bell tower of Sioni Church, the headquarters of the Georgian Orthodox Church, was considered a symbol of the rule of the Russian
Church in Georgia, and was therefore declared an official exception: it was to be preserved as a museum exhibit.
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24 ;mgdgMzomb, madom, Ladommggmmb admMsgamma Mgb3ndmonzol 3M3nal dmsegombommamds gomMaan 330608 5dgd mdamabinb
30boamdgdmsob gfm 3z0M0sbo mogws (33000 dGdmmgdal 3gdmga Jomogolb o@m3zgdobs s xoMadab gsmaxanygdab gowebyzg@nmy-
35 300m. 50305Lmb ghmem gosdsmsodn dmagmmdad s ©sdgndbgdgmds 30Mgded, sbgsg dmdomaggms 860d369mmzgs63s babamds
3@ M30; dmdomsdgms oMRgbomds bsBomds 30 Joemsgdan Bgbmoanl 9dMxbsgmbsymaen mgnmmmasbobgdom Rsdmaysmnds ,mo(3300
3M80@g@0” ©d gOHMbEL bablb domBs ©gmgas30s gogbdegbs Bomgmo s630al baMmmdobsmgal 0bgm®mds30alb gowabs(3gdsw, Hm3
dJomogab o330 3mbLbamos s ng 3d300Md0s60 Fmbabmagmdals goMms sMagnbss.

25 mgdgczomb, omom, mdomabdo badgmos Mbgmal 3g-11 Boogmo 56300l Boboemgdo dgd8mz00b96 aqbgMam sbs@mea 3g396nb
LoBmmdao. Jomsgal badgmb dgbmdada ,Ladotmnggmmb Mgg3mads” (Mggmmyon®ds 3m3o@g@ds) SoMggm d6debgdnmagdaw Lags-
039mmb badgmams bmosmabE o Hgb3ndmozalb Logsbggdm 3m3aboob - ,Bg30b* - dg486al gowsbyzg@omgds doomm. Joemsddo
Mhgbaema dmbobmgmds dodoom gmmes Bomgmo sM3nobogsb Azgnm Jdgwmadsb - adymmdamoa dJomsgol ©aMdggsl, ondis ndal
303m, B3 ,5(330L 3Mm3o@g@ob® 3mdomdal gogase Jomsgdo bEymma bgbnga agm, bmmm Lamgndsom bgmabagmgds ©e0bE)-
96gbgdamoa oym, s@gormmdfngn dmbobrmgmdal boddsmns dmgdmazqdabs, dobmdMaga domaowmds o6 dmIbsoms. 25 mgdgMzmnosb
odoabol ,badgmms abGmMoob somgmos onbym.

On the night of 24-25 February, the commander of the Georgian Democratic Republic’s army, Giorgi Kvinitadze, after a week of defensive combat at the
approaches of Thilisi, decided to leave the city and reposition his forces. Alongside the army, the government and the parliament, and a large number
of citizens also left the city. Some of those who remained spontaneously formed a Defence Committee to maintain order. They sent a delegation across
the front line, in order to inform the command of the Red Army that there were only civilians remaining in the city.

On the morning of 25 February units of Soviet Russia’s 11th Red Army commanded by General Anatoly Gekker entered Thilisi. In the city council build-
ing the Georgian Revkom (Revolutionary Committee) issued its first decree on creating the Cheka (Emergency Commission) of the Georgian Soviet
Socialist Republic. The people remaining in the city fearfully waited for the Red Army to act as it had done elsewhere: raid the conquered city. But as
a result of the work of the Defence Committee, there was total order in the city and the occupation government was interested in winning over the
local population. Therefore no violence occurred. Thilisi’s “Soviet history” thus begins on 25 February 1921.
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dogm Jnhadg gomsegndnmo Mogqgdo s badgmms 86gMmamms 303300l Lobmmsb dmdsmasdggdal ©sdBmbmgdamon babggdo oM oy
Bggmmo Lobobamds agm dohsdmol Juhobasmazal - aoms3@omb §odadal wsz@mdomagol (396093mbosmn magabmage 3mg@oelb GFsgo-
39mo dg00b dmseddgdmag nmb@msnsm Rsbmas: 3mmgagdol Mogsmgfmmo gsdmbsmbmgsta Lo@yzgdom, bads@om ysGommoams
©5 bombob @dom3sDomn doboo, MmBgmag 8msb30bwob3gb dosznmgdws ,Lobasmbm 3mg@ob* 3mdmb. mzomBymaswn, Rs3g@nmoa s
LEBdMEAbEGn 3mgB ol Lagmggmmom 3m3nmommds s LoyzsMyyman bsdwgamaw 56 bndbogwms, MMI ngo ymggmEEMNNE Mgommdadn(y
dbaogbogg baGaggFoms s BBMbzom aym godgdmsma. 3mg@ab ,0m3gdn6 (3bmgMgdon” boMmdmmggbama mdamobymMa ygmegs
MBO™ g505MRgbabmgol dMmdmmal 3gs30s; dmemm gBoby3 3BmM(39L0sL MLbosB8mzbm AMmamsm 803Yyzgdmms b3gdo s ggMbngdo, o
BMam® MyqEOoMgdmdobs s n1gbmEMnfMgdadn goo@oMs goms3@0mbds m300833mgmmdadmg sMBgbomn Loasmgda bosgedymeman.

Rows of citizens with sad faces stretched along the street near the building of the Writers’ Union, an image fitting of the tragic fate of the late poet
Galaktion Tabidze. Silkscreen signs with words of farewell, an honour guard and an enormous crowd of people accompanied the coffin up towards the
Mtatsminda Pantheon. The highly original symbolist poet was universally popular and loved, but on a personal level he lacked support and care and
lived in isolation. The poet’s lifestyle in Thilisi was presented as “bohemian” but in fact more resembled a battle for survival. As the procession headed
up the hill, unpleasant rumours circulated about the lonely hours Galaktion spent leading up to his suicide.

BMGM: Gonge gMoammos
Foto: Tariel Grigolia
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1969 Bgemb LadoMmadgb@m ©gmaasanl byzmal LEIGYLom LEMIGMbAL dgdwmgya, gb »M30bol myEalb® 8gmeg s 360d3b6gmmzsba
30%08)0 0gm (3060L FoM©ob 80m8s; LEMSGganMmo doMmgemo dgnaMmamgdol d53(306980b Lo ombgddg Ledsdamo Immadsmszgdob
gmbdy 33950m d903Rbgmms Laddmms 393d0M0Esb o dmbomdgdom gs3M(39mgdamo Loabomoab - ,306Mw©04360L" - 3mmo@dn ol
d03omo 0b@gMgbo: Mol 3Dogdes ©esbmblgdmma oo (33mamgdgdal 3Gm(3gbo ©bsMRgE Fbmgmaml, s30Mgdos oy o6 bgg3,
oMo gondzs bmgmomdo 3mIMbob3ab gL3sbboal ByManl go8s36gdeDy s absgmgo g3Mm30bzgb dodsMmmemo Lbadbgmm dgds-
0L ImbLBsL, Bmammo 3gMbL3gd@nge 3dmbos g3mbmanz Mo 39330Mgdal 3606303930l gomabgmazal?

b0 Immodo®s 390980l @obabEmeml, mndmmdsdonma Mg396ebbadol doybgmegsm, 33o50mE asdmmJdnm sdMms bbgowmsobb-
30md0@sb Bobs, MM sMbgdom (33mamgdgdsdeyg %y 30g3 dmGo ogm. 30B080L dmmmb, badgmms admmdsGonmn g8 03g@0b
9fma3o60 GMon(300m, bGMdsmno mdomablb gbgns, Lo Ladgmms bagdsMmzgmmb 3umEnEnmo nombdgbsbadbomdgdal 6oRdstgzn
B0 3gbmazodgl - MgbGegcnmgdama dggmo mdamoabo bobgmeobgmme dmbBymdamo mos godmggbom, bgmmzgbadol dubgndo, JmEr-
Babgdal bads@om LEMIMMBS(3 3o Sbmoasbbborm Mo amgdal babsbmgda, md(3s 98 yzgmoxgMb 8s0b 3mbEHMmabs ©s gobes-
QYMM3ob 33oero aobrgaes;

LEMIGL SbEGGMgLgdal Mdogd@ab - ,aoMEsd360L* gsdm, dommg Mmdamabo o&i(3 01y LabyFzgm dmbsw ndzs bods@om LM gdal
35LgoMbgdobmzgals, Moash Gobswl dnmds gomsdsmnmds 3Gim(39L0ds Lagsm LogM(3gd0 gadmambagl.

In 1987, the “Iron Lady", British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, paid her second visit to the other side of the Iron Curtain. Her first had been in 1969
as a member of a parliamentary delegation.

Against the backdrop of tense negotiations on strategic nuclear weapons reduction, there was great interest in the West regarding the Soviet Union’s
new policy of transformation (“perestroika”). Westerners wondered what the process of great change would mean for the rest of the world, whether
or not the USSR was going to stop its efforts to spread communism around the globe and stop posing a military threat to Western Europe, and what
kind of prospects there were for revising the principles of economic unions.

After the closed talks, despite the diplomatic gestures, the clearly stated differences of opinion showed that fundamental changes were still far off. At
the end of her visit, as an expression of diplomatic etiquette, the guest visited Thbilisi, where she was given a rushed tour of Georgia’s cultural sites: the
restored Old Thilisi featuring open-air exhibitions, the art museum, and the newly reopened Wedding Palace. But the tour was highly controlled and
tightly orchestrated and had a superficial quality to it.

It was precisely because of the subject of the guest’s interest — perestroika — that Thilisi was soon to become an undesirable place for guests, as the
processes that had been under way behind the facades broke through into the public arena.
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30bsdgdmgdolb 8g-40 Bemabomagdy 30Mggm8anbmdal bgodo asbsbamdmogws - mdomabo Lads@om LEYMBsMmL oo 8mbomdgdoms ws
M@ bgedg@n dndom ©s BgMz0mmdoc gemMEs; s@a0mmdMng gmo@elb dggobmgolb mmosmmdal, dobo dmmagognco 3umbal
989dO™dabs s 03 bodygmzgamol gox396@30L gdMBLEMaMgds Mbws dmgbgmbgdabs, bojstmggmmdn 1956 Bermal 9 35680l dg3wga
M8 g9 8oma300696 b03ods bEMdRmzal dodsmm. mdamabinl gogdombg babgadm sbzgEMab dgdrmga Labamegasmebmamads ,Rsn od*
390 nbooeggmal 3GML3gd@nbigb somm, ababdncsl Bodb 3Gnzqdemo dmdomadggdal (smbomo goggol gogmobs o dobamdgdgdals
3d93ga LGOEObal Lobs3nFmmb gogmoam Jomadal sboma bab - LadgFmommb s Losdsym sGdodgd@ Ao mdagd@gdol - 3meoadg-
4603960 0bbGoG oL 3MEm3nLgdal (EMIgmbg s BP0, BogMsd 35063 mybabab, LGomnbobs s bEMdhmzgal oo 3m®E g8 gdo
30dmg53065m), LEMAENL Labobmal o 3Mdz35mdnbnsba LazbmaMgdgmo Lobmgdalb abswsegds dgmgamagmgdal d53ga Gco sbgsg
sbamo 56 J0@gd@nE0b LogH3930 - aEYdgdn, Labsmbm 3gnEBgmdal bagsdmeygbm 3sgomambdn gogmdgmes, bowsdmb 3o bGNIsML
m3gMnbs s damy@ob babgm3bogm mge@®mds domy@o ,gdmbo® Jgbmagzebs.

39m&g emgb, LE3MGEEL Lobobmmagdo bo@ygzoo gsdmbgmabsb, GFMegemg@mmo, bogsmmgdmmm bsBormobs s Fob3nbdmadalb absd) -
dmdo L6 0dgb@ o mma dmambgdgdal dgdga 3M33aMGnal (39356 30M3gem8s 3035685 Mdomoldn 9o mgdn gob(znm-6565bal
dogomamdyg ogblbs dobab Lo 3momsta 3mmoadonco Lol boondmm - qbgdee gosnsbgsmnds, oy Medmgba Lgmes s bssgemdy-
mggm dgodemgds 939698maygm bL3m®Eab Labsbmgbg aoBgmma batgoom. bemdRmazalb LEMBGMBOL 3mmobgdbdomds 30396@mE0 0bGm-
0960 ©oEbsbL 3ymgbowsm Ladnmnzme; 83539 300G bl 30 babgmdbogm mdodmmgdol 3m30@gd 0l 8o godmgmgbamo bgm3gms-
Gogmmds, BmEgbsg Robosggod®dagg gosbgo@omgl 3m33568)00lb Moy dy mezsbb3s-dnmabdagds, pmgdoy (3bmzgmo ab@gmgbab
Logbor MARgds.

In 1961, forty years after Georgia’s Sovietization, the 1 May International Workers’ Day celebrations were extended. Tbilisi was expecting an honoured
guest, with great eagerness as well as fear and anxiety. The local elite needed to show the chief, Nikita Khrushchev, that it was loyal, that it was
pursuing an effective course, and that the hatred that Georgians had felt for him since 9 March 1956 had subsided.

Khrushchev was met at the Thilisi railway station and taken in an open-roofed Chayka car towards Rustaveli Avenue, with citizens gathered at the
roadside all along the route welcoming him. Afterwards, he travelled along the Stalin Embankment to the city’s newest neighbourhood, Saburtalo,
where he toured pride-inspiring architectural objects: the buildings of the Polytechnical Institute (which was oddly adorned with large portraits of
Lenin, Stalin and Khrushchev), the Sports Palace and large residential apartment blocks. He then went to another new architectural space, the Peo-
ple’s Economy Exhibition Pavilion in the Didube neighbourhood. In the evening, he took in “The Demon” at the Opera and Ballet Theatre.

In a speech at the Sports Palace the next day, after pronouncing the obligatory sentimental and saccharine words about his hosts, he explained
to the masses the secret of his political course based on examples he had spotted during the previous day in Thilisi. He did some rough math to
determine how many schools and hospitals could have been built with the money used to construct the Sports Palace.

Sensational stories about behind-the-scenes details of Khrushchev's visit circulated for a long time. To this day there is lively discussion about how
the KGB showed special vigilance in ensuring that no-one even think of attacking the Soviet leader in revenge.

BOG™: oMoy afogmmos
Foto: Tariel Grigolia
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“Communism is Soviet state plus the electrification of the whole country” The Georgian Bolsheviks understood this formula of by the leader of the
revolution, Vladimir Lenin, quite well and starting already in 1921 directed public attention to the idea of constructing a powerful hydropower station
in Thilisi which prior to their coming to power had existed only on paper. “Subbotniks” (Saturdays when people would gather to perform uncompen-
sated work for the public good) were organized for the digging of the “Zahesi” canal and the building of the station and special guests were regularly
given tours of the construction. The construction process took place under the oversight of the Cheka and featured the use of prison labour. During
the last phase of construction, in 1926, the secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, Joseph Stalin, visited Thilisi.
Unlike his first visit after the conquest of Georgia, when his appearance was met with the hatred and protest of workers in Thilisi's Nadzaladevi district,
this time no such unexpected outbursts took place. After the crushing of an anti-Bolshevik rebellion in 1924 and subsequent mass repressions, both
the authorities and the majority of “anti-Soviet"-inclined citizens tended to avoid open confrontation.

Meanwhile, inside the Communist Party itself the beginnings of a rift between Leon Trotsky and Stalin’s camp were already apparent. At this point there
were still opponents of Stalin occupying top posts in Thilisi. But the people who hosted him during the visit to Zahesi would in the future become
active supporters of his in his political battles. The engineers Chichinadze, Mikeladze, and Melik-Pashayev familiarized Stalin with the ongoing works
at the facility. One year later, during the plant’s festive opening, against the backdrop of nasty intraparty fighting, the Soviet press and poets sang the
praises of the “manacle laid across the Mtkvari River” and Thilisi bore witness to a strange picture: prior to the filling of the plant’s reservoir, the Mktvari
was dry and curious onlookers rushed to the empty riverbed in Thilisi.
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The “unexpected gifts” from the Avchala water pipeline that came out of the tap after chlorine-smelling warm water inspired numerous jokes. Despite
such discomforts, at this point in the 20th century, the list of households with access to the water distribution pipe system and their location in the
city clearly set the “bourgeois” neighbourhoods apart from the majority of Thilisi’s residential zones.

Taking into consideration the water supply needed for the new industrial facilities, Thilisi’s already doubled population and the terms of the first five-
year economic plan, the construction of a modern and powerful water supply system was the next project of vital importance after Zahesi.

Construction on the Natakhtari water pipeline started in 1929. The Communist Party set to make it a new symbol of the city’s Soviet communal
economy. The Soviet Commissar for Heavy Industry, Sergo Orjonikidze (nicknamed “the Iron Commissar”), was put in charge of the project and set
about getting necessary construction supplies. A specially created organization and a group of young engineers called Natakhtarmsheni worked on
the planning and construction of the pipeline. In 1933, Thilisi was on the verge of the start of socialist reconstruction and the architectural outline of
the new pipe system - aqueducts and distribution stations made it clear how the authorities envisioned the visual aspect of the living space of the
socialist society. On 30 June 1933 the Natakhtari pipeline’s festive opening was held and starting 1 July the new water was dispatched to the taps of
the city’s residents.
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Starting in 1989 communist monuments and symbols had a tough time of it. They were easy targets for expressions of pent-up hate. More and more
frequently they were damaged or covered in paint, in particular images of Lenin and Sergo Orjonikidze. In parallel, the newly uncensored press was
now freely printing documents which undermined the reputation of the Great Leader and so guarding monuments to Lenin from “hooligans” became
an additional burden for the police. Despite the enhanced protection, one day an unknown group of people attempted to dismantle the giant Lenin
Monument in Lenin Square on their own. In the evening, as people gathered round the square, there was an attempt to remove the statue — already
covered in paint — with a crane. In the course of the effort, the monument was destroyed.

The next day the chairman of the Thilisi city council, Niko Lekishvili, said that in fact it was the council’s presidium that had decided to remove the
monument from the square, as protecting it was consuming too many city resources. In addition, there was no need for so many monuments to one
person in a single city, and this particular statue was associated with the bloody events of 9 March 1956, thus strengthening locals’ aggression against
the system, he said. Lekishvili practically thanked the people who “helped” the city council remove the monument and promised that the square would
soon be cleaned up and a competition announced to determine what would replace the Lenin monument.

BOGm: 398 Bobobsdgoema
Photo: Guram Tsibakhashvili
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In 1969 the Pioneer Palace (which served in years past as the residence of the Russian viceroy and a government building for both democratic and
communist regimes) earned its spot on the world chess map. Two former students of the chess club at the palace, Nona Gaprindashvili and Tigran
Petrosyan, became world champions. Nona, known as the “Queen of Chess” won it for the third time and “Iron Tigran” won his second championship.

By that time the 1960s had already been declared “the era of Nona Gaprindashvili” in women'’s chess and the Soviet press wrote exultantly about how
she would bravely defend her title after falling behind early on. The victories of the Thilisi natives encouraged people’s fantasy and soon many were
naively believing a legend according to which Tigran had secretly helped Nona in her final match by pronouncing the mysterious word “achu”.

The memory of the triumphs of the 1960s remains alive today at what is now called the Youth Palace, whose chess club carries the seemingly unusual
abbreviation NTN (Nona, Tigran, Nana).
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It was a time that many long for: there was no war and no hunger, money was not lacking, friendship ties were strong. Yet still it was called an “era
of stagnation” The ideologues of the Soviet nation reasoned that it was time to fundamentally reconstruct the last vestige of personal interaction
remaining outside state control: that harmless human instinct to gather and spend time together on various occasions, be they local holidays with
pagan roots, or feasts with forgotten religious significance.

Old, vague, often “harmful” traditions were to be replaced in the Soviet consciousness with new, beneficial holidays with clear-cut significance. Accord-
ingly, a number of official holidays ending in the Georgian feast day suffix “-oba” were introduced. Some of them were fixed on certain dates while
others varied year by year. They ran the gamut from celebrations honouring individual cultural or revolutionary figures to festivals honouring certain
towns or villages.

Initially, the capital city’s festival, Tbilisoba, focused on themes such as the superficial reinvigoration of old neighbourhoods, theatrical celebrations of
ethnic diversity, the bounty of the autumn harvest entering the capital from the regions, and the celebration of birth and marriage statistics. These
features are evident even today in this unusually long-lived Soviet holiday. It is interesting to ponder whether the ideological policy of the stagnation
era filled these folk celebrations with a socialist essence or whether this experiment yielded an unintended combination thereof.
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Bored with decades of tedious compulsory and heavily planned festivals and state-organized demonstrations and now in conditions of crisis, some
people took the risk of holding spontaneous rallies in what was the first step towards Soviet citizens’ self-expression and participation in political
processes. But this phenomenon was a temporary simulation of freedom devoid of rational calculations.

A basic blueprint of tactics, routes and demonstration spaces was created over time alongside the growth in the frequency and size of demonstrations
that for its part occurred in direct proportion to the intensity of the crisis. The fact that the blueprint is still used to this day offers striking insight into
the psychology of the post-Soviet society.

The formal start of this tradition — the first such large demonstration — looks strange in retrospect. People unhappy about various matters, political
and non-political, gathered in large numbers at the Hippodrome in what could be considered a test of their own strength. The demonstrators carried
placards with slogans promoting such a diverse array of causes that normally they would not have reason to occupy the same space. Some were pro-
testing against a new law restricting freedom of assembly, some protested against the planned construction of the Khudoni hydropower plant, others
adorned themselves in religious symbols and one person stood with a placard reading “Stop the Azerbaijanization of Georgia!”.
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On 12 December many citizens of Thilisi were rudely awoken by banging on their doors and the calling of their surnames. This rude awakening
resembled a mini-rehearsal of that horrible movement that people had been awaiting every night at nightfall since spring. But this time the “state
apparatus” had mobilized early in the morning and arrived not to “ask a few questions” at the local NKVD station but to encourage the masses to do
their civic duty and vote.

They had prepared for this day for a long time, posting propaganda posters and placards and organizing meetings with candidates so that citizens
would know that they were to elect people to represent them in the Supreme Soviet of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. The direct vote with
secret ballot, as guaranteed in the “Stalinist constitution’, was to be the most democratic poll in the world. They were to enter a closed voting booth
and underline one of the candidates names on the ballot and then place it in the ballot box.

Upon seeing the names of the candidates, any desire voters may have had to spoil their ballots died immediately. The candidates included Lavrenti
Beria, Avksenti Rapava, Grigol Gvishiani, Aleksandre Sajaia, Sergo Goglidze, Vladimer Dekanozov and Grigol Karanadze. These names were associated
with whispered stories about all manner of people - neighbours, co-workers, acquaintances, relatives, workers, unemployed people, party members
and political independents - being taken away in the middle of the night never to be seen or heard from again. These stories took place before, during
and after the elections.
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